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But all Buckingham's charm failed at first to endear him to the Prince of Wales. That Charles should be jealous of this new favourite was not surprising. He was now a young man, but his father still treated him as a child and showered all his favours on an ignorant and apparently frivolous upstart who exchanged nicknames with the King and indulged in any knock-about buffoonery that his master enjoyed. Charles always found it easier to repress than express his feelings, but his hatred for Buckingham was already the subject of common gossip. The Venetian Ambassador feared that the Prince's efforts at self-control might end by making him too adept in the arts of dissimulation, but noted hopefully that he had once or twice " shown his teeth." Yet before having occasion to use them, all his enmity had vanished, and he discovered that his nationalist, crusading dreams were far more sympathetic to Buckingham than James's cautious statecraft. Their mutual reconciliation was cemented during the intrigues surrounding the prospective Spanish marriage.
This marriage was the dearest wish of James's heart and he longed to see it celebrated before he died. Negotiations had been going on for years between Count Gondomar, the Spanish Ambassador in London, and Lord Bristol, the English Ambassador in Madrid. The Spanish ecclesiastics and statesmen could not bear their Princess to marry a heretic, except in exchange for privileges to the persecuted English Catholics that James was in no position to grant. On the other hand, they feared an open breach with England, and by continuing negotiations hoped
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